UnCommon Reads - The Prince

The original blueprint for realpolitik, The Prince shocked sixteenth-century Europe with
its advocacy of ruthless tactics for gaining absolute power and its abandonment of
conventional morality. For this treatise on statecraft, Machiavelli drew upon his own
experience of office under the turbulent Florentine republic, rejecting traditional values
of political theory and recognizing the complicated, transient nature of political life.
Concerned not with lofty ideals, but with a regime that would last, this seminal work of
modern political thought retains its power to alarm and to instruct.

This course discusses a topic contained in the book each week and goes deeply into the
modern context of how The Prince is relevant today.

Instructor

Dr. Dan Dickrell 1l
MAE-C 130
392-1196

djd3@ufl.edu

Office Hours
TBA

Course Location/Time
Thursday 7th Period, LITO117

Required Text

The Prince Paperback

by Niccolo Machiavelli (Author), Tim Parks (Translator, Introduction)
ISBN: 9780143105862

Material and Supply Fee
none

Evaluation of Grades
Attendance and Participation - 80%
Final Reflection Paper - 20%



Grading Policy
https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/grades.aspx

Attendance and Participation Policy

Attendance and participation is a core component of this course and is expected. Each
unexcused absence will result in a 10% reduction in the final grade. Excused absences
are consistent with university policies in the undergraduate catalog
(https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/attendance.aspx) and require
appropriate documentation.

Students are expected to be present and respectful to the instructor and to fellow
students. Please avoid the use of cell phones and restrict eating to outside of the
classroom. Opinions held by other students should be respected in discussion, and
conversations that do not contribute to the discussion should be held at minimum, if at
all.

Accommodations

Students with disabilities requesting accommodations should first register with the
Disability Resource Center (352-392-8565, www.dso.ufl.edu/drc/) by providing
appropriate documentation. Once registered, students will receive an accommodation
letter which must be presented to the instructor when requesting accommodation.
Students with disabilities should follow this procedure as early as possible in the
semester.”

Evaluations

Students are expected to provide feedback on the quality of instruction in this course by
completing online evaluations at https://evaluations.ufl.edu. Evaluations are typically
open during the last two or three weeks of the semester, but students will be given
specific times when they are open.

University Honesty Policy

UF students are bound by The Honor Pledge which states, “We, the members of the
University of Florida community, pledge to hold ourselves and our peers to the highest
standards of honor and integrity by abiding by the Honor Code. On all work submitted
for credit by students at the University of Florida, the following pledge is either required
or implied:

“On my honor, | have neither given nor received unauthorized aid in doing this
assignment.”



The Honor Code (https://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/process/student-conduct-honor-code/)
specifies a number of behaviors that are in violation of this code and the possible
sanctions. Furthermore, you are obligated to report any condition that facilitates
academic misconduct to appropriate personnel. If you have any questions or concerns,
please consult with the instructor or TAs in this class.




