Course Syllabus
IDH2930 (Un)Common Reading Program: 
Fantasyland: How America Went Haywire
Time: Wednesday 3rd Period (9:35-10:25AM)
Location: LIT 119
Spring 2018
Instructor:	
Anne Donnelly
adonnelly@aa.ufl.edu
(352) 846-3222

Office Hours: Wednesday 10:30 – 11:30 am 202 Newell Hall or by appointment
Course Description: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]
This is a student-led discussion class. We will read Fantasyland: How America Went Haywire.  In this thought- provoking book Kurt Andersen, a “self-described “liberal atheist”1 details what he calls an American “promiscuous devotion to the untrue” and asks “How many Americans now inhabit alternate realities?” He goes back to the founding of this country to try to answer the question - Why are we like this today?  We will read his theories and see if we agree.
1https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurt_Andersen#cite_note-6

This book applies to all students across disciplines. In addition to the book, both the instructor and students share outside articles/materials that are identified in various media as the semester progresses. 

Attendance and participation are expected.  Each group leads the discussion of two book sections, and prepares an additional external presentation on a topic of their choice that relates to the general theme of the class. Students are required to prepare three reflection pieces in which they pause to consider what has been discussed and read up to that point. 


Required Book
· Fantasyland: How America Went Haywire, Kurt Andersen 

Assignments and Grades:

Attendance	15 points

Reflection Papers (2)	20 points (10 points each)

Class Presentations (2)	40 points (20 points each)

External Report	10 points

Final Reflection	15 points

Total	100 points

All assignments are due by 11:59 pm on the due date. You will receive ½ credit for all late assignments up to one week from the due date with the exception of the final report, which will be due at class time on the last day of class. Assignments more than one week late will not be accepted. A grade of Incomplete (I) will not be issued under any circumstance.

Attendance: Since this is a discussion-based class, attendance and participation is important. Each class meeting counts as one point. Your final grade will be dropped an entire letter grade (e.g. from a “A” to a “B+” for each additional absence after 1.

Reflection Papers: These will brief reflections (250 words maximum) that will be related to sections in the book and/or guest speakers.

Group Class Presentation: Groups will be assigned to serve as discussion leaders of 2 assigned sections of the book.

Group External Report: Each group will be asked to identify an additional example that reflects the issues discussed in the book.

Final Reflection: What have you learned from this book? How has it changed how you think about research? 500 words maximum

Grading Scale: 93-100 (A); 90-92 (A-); 87-89 (B+); 83-86 (B); 80-82 (B-); 77-79 (C+); 73-76 (C);
70-72 (C-); 67-69 (D+); 60-66 (D); 60-62 (D-); Below 59 (E)



UF Policies
Students Requiring Accommodations 
Students with disabilities requesting accommodations should first register with the Disability Resource Center (352-392-8565, www.dso.ufl.edu/drc/) by providing appropriate documentation. Once registered, students will receive an accommodation letter which must be presented to the instructor when requesting accommodation. Students with disabilities should follow this procedure as early as possible in the semester. 

Course Evaluation 
Students are expected to provide feedback on the quality of instruction in this course by completing online evaluations at https://evaluations.ufl.edu. Evaluations are typically open during the last two or three weeks of the semester, but students will be given specific times when they are open. Summary results of these assessments are available to students at https://evaluations.ufl.edu/results/. 


Class Demeanor 
Students are expected to arrive to class on time and behave in a manner that is respectful to the instructor and to fellow students. Please avoid the use of cell phones and restrict eating to outside of the classroom. Opinions held by other students should be respected in discussion, and conversations that do not contribute to the discussion should be held at minimum, if at all. 

University Honesty Policy 
UF students are bound by The Honor Pledge which states, “We, the members of the University of Florida community, pledge to hold ourselves and our peers to the highest standards of honor and integrity by abiding by the Honor Code. On all work submitted for credit by students at the University of Florida, the following pledge is either required or implied: “On my honor, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid in doing this assignment.” The Honor Code (https://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/process/student-conducthonor-code/) specifies a number of behaviors that are in violation of this code and the possible sanctions. Furthermore, you are obligated to report any condition that facilitates academic misconduct to appropriate personnel. If you have any questions or concerns, please consult with the instructor or TAs in this class. 

Counseling and Wellness Center 
Contact information for the Counseling and Wellness Center: http://www.counseling.ufl.edu/cwc/Default.aspx, 392-1575; and the University Police Department: 392-1111 or 9-1-1 for emergencies.




























Course Schedule

	Date
	Topic
	Readings / Assignment Due

	1/10
	Introductions and Course Overview
	Introduction

	1/17
	Group  1 Discussions
	Pgs. 1-49

	1/24
	Group 2 Discussions
	Pgs. 50--97

	1/31
	Group 3 Discussions
	Pgs. 98-141
Reflection Paper 1

	2/7
	Group 4 Discussions
	Pgs. 141-188

	2/14
	Group 5 Discussions
	Pgs. 189-234

	2/21
	Group 1 Discussions
	Pgs. 235-271
Reflection Paper 2

	2/28
	Group 2 Discussions
	Pgs. 272-316


	3/14
	Group 3 Discussions
	Pgs. 317-361

	3/22
	UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM
	

	3/28
	Group 4 Discussion
	 Pgs. 362-400

	4/4
	Group 5 Discussion
	Pgs. 400 - 440

	4/11
	External Reports
	

	4/18
	External Reports
	Final Reflection Paper

	4/25
	Wrap up
	



