IDH 2930 (Section 14AG)
Honors Reading: The Big Short
Professor: 

W. Robert Knechel, PhD



Office:


227A Gerson Hall




Office Hours:

By appointment (Tuesday and Thursday mornings)





Office Phone:

273-0215






Email:


w.knechel@warrington.ufl.edu




Purpose: This book tells the inside story of the economic circumstances and events that led up to the Global Financial Crisis in 2008.  The GFC had a profound effect on the economy of Florida at the time as well as causing economic chaos globally.  The far-reaching economic turmoil of the GFC is hard to underestimate, e.g., the financial disaster in Greece and Spain and the failure of a large number of banks in the US and Europe.  Arguably, the GFC contributed to the election of President Obama in 2008 and to the politics of the Presidential Election of 2016.  The arguments used in the campaigns of Hillary Clinton, Bernie Sanders and Donald Trump all have strong roots in the way the US handled the financial crisis 8 years ago.  This course and reading will allow students to delve into how, for better or worse, corporations and big banks operate, how the US market functions, and how the US government influences both.

Class Schedule: This course is scheduled to meet Period 8, Tuesday, GER 0327, 3:00—3:50pm.
Attendance and Conduct of Class: This class is intended to be interactive.  In order to get the most benefit from the course, class attendance is mandatory.  Since most of the class will be based on discussion of the required reading material, it is critical that students complete all readings prior to class and adequately prepare for the discussion questions to be raised.  Students will be evaluated on the quality of their participation, not the quantity of their remarks.  Each week, selected students will be asked to come to class with a short set of questions for general discussion.
Reading Material: The book for this course is “The Big Short: Inside the Doomsday Machine” by Michael Lewis.
Assignments: Students will be asked to prepare two essays (about 1000 words each) on topics related to the book.  These essays will be the basis for an in-class debate.  The topics will be assigned after the second week of class.  
Grading: Your overall course grade will be based on the following components:

Essay 1



250 points

Debate 1



100 points

Essay 2



250 points

Debate 2

 

100 points

In class “presence”


300 points

Grading distribution:  A (930-1000), A- (900-929), B+ (870-899), B (830-869), B- (800-829), C+ (770-799), C (730-769), C- (700-729), D+ (670-699), D (600-669),    E (<600)
UF Policies

University Policy on Accommodating Students with Disabilities: The University of Florida is committed to providing academic accommodations for students with disabilities.  Students with disabilities requesting accommodations should first register with the Disability Resource Center (352-392-8565, www.dso.ufl.edu/drc/) by providing appropriate documentation.  Once registered, a student should present his/her accommodation letter to the instructor supporting a request for accommodations (this could be a physical letter or attached to an email).  If your accommodation regards special testing arrangements, you must then submit an Accommodated Test Request (ATR) online for each exam/quiz.  Students with disabilities are encouraged to follow these procedures as early as possible within the semester.  If you do not follow the Disability Resource Center procedures or deadline for requesting accommodations or for submitting your ATRs, you will have to take the exam with your class without accommodations.
University Policy on Academic Misconduct:  Academic honesty and integrity are fundamental values of the University community.  Students should be sure that they understand the UF Student Honor Code at http://www.dso.ufl.edu/students.php.

Getting Help

For issues with technical difficulties for E-learning in Canvas please contact the UF Help Desk at:

· Learning-support@ufl.edu 
· (352) 392-HELP - select option 2

· https://lss.at.ufl.edu/help.shtml 
Other resources are available at http://www.distance.ufl.edu/getting-help for:

· Counseling and Wellness resources

· Disability resources

· Resources for handling student concerns and complaints

· Library Help Desk support

Should you have issues with your experience in this course that cannot be resolved with the instructor, department, or program, please visit http://www.distance.ufl.edu/student-complaints to submit a complaint. 
Syllabus
	Date
	Day
	Topic/Theme
	Assignment/Reading

	1/10
	Tu
	Introduction and Getting Acquainted
	None


	1/17
	Tu
	An Overview of Terminology We Will Need
	None

	1/24
	Tu
	The Disillusionment of a Carnival Barker.
	Prologue: “Poltergeist”

Chapter 1: “A Secret Origin Story”

	1/31
	Tu
	The Sub-prime Mortgage Market and Other Casino Games.
	Chapter 2: “In The Land of the Blind”

	2/7
	Tu
	Math Does Not Matter When the Numbers Cannot be Trusted.
	Chapter 3: “How Can a Guy Who Can’t Speak English Lie?”

	2/14
	Tu
	The Credit Score of a Hamburger.
	Chapter 4: “How to Harvest a Migrant Worker”

	2/21
	Tu
	The Minnows versus the Sharks: When a Whale can be Helpful.
	Chapter 5: “Accidental Capitalists”

	2/28
	Tu
	It Only Takes Wrapping Paper and a Pretty Bow to Make a Pretty Package.
	Chapter 6: “Spider-Man at the Venetian”


	3/7
	
	Spring Break
	

	3/14
	Tu
	Looking Good is Better than Feeling Good, Sometimes.
	Chapter 7: “The Great Treasure Hunt”


	3/21*
	Tu
	Debate 1: TBA
	Essay 1 Due: TBA


	3/28
	Tu
	Waiting for Godot … or Dr. Strangelove?
	Chapter 8: “The Long Quiet”

	4/4*
	Tu
	Maybe They Should Have Done Something About that Messenger.
	Chapter 9: “A Death of Interest”

	4/11
	Tu
	Dance Band on the Titanic: And Then the Music Stopped …
	Chapter 10: “Two Men in a Boat”
Epilogue: “Everything is Correlated”

	4/18*
	Tu
	Debate 2: TBA
	Essay 2 Due: TBA


*Classes may need to be rescheduled.

