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   IDH 3931-0843 - Global Environmental Issues – Class in Honors Hume Hall 

 Period 5-6 on Tuesday and period 5 on Thursday  

Dr. James L. Nation, Professor Emeritus, University of Florida

COURSE DESIGN:

IDH 3931-0843

Global Environmental Issues

In Global Environmental Issues we will explore major impacts of environmental science upon our society by looking at local, state, national, and international environmental issues. Students will be expected to present their own ideas about testable hypotheses, ways to organize the data from testing their ideas, and how to evaluate experimental data. Issues discussed will include availability of clean water, clean air, growth/decrease in human populations, biodiversity, conservation, environmental hazards, waste disposal, climate change, and energy issues. These concerns are common to every region of the world. This is a Gordon Rule course, and students will be expected to write 4 essays during the course about (1) a personal statement of concerns and feelings about the environment, (2) an environmental issue with specific concern to Florida, (3) a written report on an environmental book read during the semester, and (4) an issue that has world-wide impact with illustrative examples from different regions of the world.  Papers 2 and 4 could be about the same general issue, but they must be entirely different papers without appreciable duplication of text (not more than 2-3 % duplication will be acceptable). Students will be graded on each paper and upon whether they complete the required total of 4000 words in writing. A current textbook (2011 edition or newer if one becomes available) will be used and students will be graded upon completion of assigned readings in the book and hand-outs from the instructor, class attendance, short quizzes, participation in class discussions, and the essays noted above. Frequent use of video presentations will be used, but the course will be structured around class discussion of topical environmental problems. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Students are expected to be in class on time and for the duration of each class session. If absence or tardiness is unavoidable, students are expected to e-mail the instructor. Students must bring a textbook, pens/pencils and a notebook to class. 

ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS:

A portion of the grade in the course will be based upon attendance. If the student is not in attendance, he/she certainly cannot contribute to the discussions and questions/answer sessions that will be a part of most classes. 

COURSE MATERIALS: Textbook:

“Environmental Science: Toward a Sustainable Future," 13th Edition, 2017, by Richard T. Wright and Dorothy F. Boorse, Pearson Education, Upper Saddle River, New Jersey 07458 (Prentice Hall).

ADDITIONAL COURSE RESOURCES:

Additional course resources will include hand-outs from the instructor, videos/DVDs shown in class, other materials, and Internet assignments. Usually, one video/DVD will be shown each week.

COURSE EVALUATION PROCEDURE

Each Quiz, 50 points,  X 4 = total  200 points                      

Paper No. 1                                       50 points

Paper No. 2                                       60 points

Paper No. 3                                       60 points

Paper No. 4                                      80 points

Preparedness/participation               45 points

Attendance                                       45 points

Grading:          Grade         Points

%                        A    505 - 540 points

                            A-   486 - 504 points

                            B+  467 – 485 points

                            B    448 – 466 points

                            B-   429 – 447 points 

                            C+  410 – 428 points

                            C    391 – 409 points

                            C-   372 – 390 points

  Fractional parts of a point will be converted to the nearest whole value.

Calculations for grades below C- will be performed in a manner similar to the above scale.

 Papers: Always use double spacing, 12 point font. The 4 papers must total at least 4000 words for certification to the Honors Program. Submit papers electronically as an attachment to an E-mail to the instructor. It must be possible to access papers with Microsoft Word. ALWAYS PROVIDE A TITLE FOR THE PAPER AT THE TOP OF PAGE 1. 

ALWAYS PROVIDE A SHORT SUMMARY POINTING OUT THE KEY FEATURES OF THE PAPER AT THE BEGINNING OR END, AS YOU PREFER. 

Use of the World Wide Web as a source of information for papers: The Internet is a great source of information, but some of your information must come from scientific journals or books. I will provide you with a list of scientific journals that will be good sources for many environmental problems. As a UF student, you will be able to access nearly all scientific journals on the Internet. 

Paper No. 1. Approximately 800 words; a statement of your interest in, and concern for, any environmental issue of your choosing. Why are you interested in the particular issue of your choice? The paper could describe your previous experience in an environmental club or course and how it influenced you or changed your outlook. The issue might be something that you, at this point, know little about but want to learn about by reading, etc. Your paper should (1) introduce the issue, (2) provide some background about the issue – where is it important, what are the concerns about it?, (3) discuss pros and cons of the issue; its hard to find an issue that everybody favors; (4) provide your opinions and ideas on the issue; (5) provide a short (3% of text length) summary at beginning or end. DUE DATE:  JAN 31, 2017
No. 2 – About 800 words. An analysis of an environmental problem of importance to Florida. The paper should (1) introduce the problem, describe it, (2) explain what the various issues about the problem are/were, (3) describe various solutions that may have been presented, or implemented, and if the problem has not been completely resolved to everyone’s satisfaction, include your own views about it, (4) provide a short summary of the paper at beginning or end. Sources of information may come from personal experience, interviews with persons, newspapers, internet sources, and other relevant sources. At least 5 of the sources must come from a book or journal paper. All sources must be acknowledged and cited in the text and in a References Cited section. Provide a Summary at beginning or end. DUE DATE:  FEB 23, 2017
No. 3 – About 800 words. A review and analysis of a book you will read during the semester that deals with environmental issues (i.e., a book report). The book must come from the list of books that the instructor will hand out in class, or a book approved by the instructor. Present the paper as a critical review of the book. Describe the theme or environmental issue of the book, review the highlights of the book, give the “take home” message of the book, and present your views of the book. Would you recommend it to someone else or not? Did you enjoy reading it? Did it provide a new way of looking at the issue in question? Provide a Summary. DUE DATE:  Mar 23, 2017 

No. 4 – About 1600 words. This paper must present a global view of an environmental issue. Describe the issue, give some background about specific places in the world where it is a problem. If it is a problem in Florida or the USA, be sure to include this in the paper. What are the major issues surrounding the problem? What if anything is being done about the problem in various parts of the world? What are the consequences of ignoring the problem? What recommendations or actions are being taken to solve the problem? In the paper you must cite 15-20 references for sources of your information, and at least 10 of the sources must come from books or journal papers.  Provide a Summary. DUE DATE:  APRIL 13, 2017   

The Writing Requirement (Gordon Rule) ensures students both maintain fluency in writing and use writing as a tool to facilitate learning. To receive writing credit for the required 4000 words, you must earn a grade of C or higher for your writing, and make a satisfactory completion of the writing component of the course with a total of 4000 words. Each paper will be evaluated for content, organization, grammar, and sentence structure. The professor will provide feedback on each paper with track marked suggestions, corrections, comments, and an indication of the grade for the paper. Personal consultation with students who request aid in writing will be arranged by the professor. Students will be evaluated on whether they complete the total of 4000 words in writing.

COURSE OUTLINE –IDH 3931 – Global Environmental Issues: JAN 2017  

	WK
	DATE
	DAY
	TOPIC

	1
	01/05
	Thursday
	Get Acquainted – Discuss course outline, objectives, grading 

	
	
	
	

	2
	 01/10
	Tuesday
	Discussion of chapters 1 and 2 

	
	
	
	DVD – Global Environmental Issues and Discussion

	
	01/12
	Thursday
	Discussion of Chapters 3 and 4

	
	
	
	

	3
	01/17
	Tuesday
	Discuss Chapter 5

	
	
	
	DVD – Rachael Carson and Silent Spring

	
	01/19
	Thursday 
	Discussion of DVD – Silent Spring  & begin Chapter 6 discussion 

	
	
	
	

	4
	01/24
	Tuesday 
	Discussion of Chapters 6 and 7

	
	
	
	DVD – Charles Darwin – Evolution’s Voice

	
	01/26
	Thursday
	Discuss Evolution’s Voice and Chapter 8 and 9 

	
	
	
	

	5
	01/31
	Tuesday
	Discuss chapter 10

	
	
	
	Review Chapters 1-10 

	
	02/02
	Thursday
	Quiz 1 on Chapters 1-9, discussions, and Videos/DVDs shown

	
	 
	
	 

	6
	02/07
	Tuesday
	Discuss Chapters 11 and 12  The Soil and Food Production

	
	
	
	DVD – World in the Balance – Part 1

	
	02/09
	Thursday
	DVD – World in the Balance – Part 2

	
	
	
	

	7
	 02/14
	Tuesday 
	Discuss DVD – World in Balance, parts 1 and 2.  Discussion of Chapter 13

	
	
	
	Video: Our National Parks

	
	02/16
	Thursday
	Catch-up on Chapters 11, 12, 13

	
	
	
	

	8
	02/21
	Tuesday
	Discuss Chapter 14  Energy from Fossil Fuels  

	
	
	
	DVD – Denali National Park (Alaska)

	
	02/23
	Thursday
	 Discuss Chapter 15 – Energy from Nuclear Power

	
	 
	
	 

	9
	02/28
	Tuesday
	Discuss Chapter 16 – Energy from Renewable Sources

	
	
	
	DVD –  Renewable Energy

	
	03/02
	Thursday
	Quiz 2 on Chapters 10- 16

	
	
	 
	03/04 – 03/12 SPRING BREAK

	10
	03/14
	Tuesday
	Discuss Chapter 17 - – Environmental Hazards and Human Health

	
	
	
	DVD: Emerging Pathogens

	
	03/16
	Thursday 
	Discuss Emerging Pathogens and Chapter 18: Climate Change

	
	
	
	

	11
	03/21
	Tuesday
	DVD - What’s Up With The Weather – 2 hour- presentation

	
	
	
	

	
	03/23
	Thursday
	 Continue Discussion of DVD and Global Climate Change

	
	
	
	 

	12
	03/28
	Tuesday 
	Discuss Chapter 19 – Atmospheric pollution

	
	
	
	

	
	03/30
	Thursday
	Discuss Chapter 20: Water Pollution and its Prevention

	
	
	 
	

	13
	04/04
	Tuesday
	Discuss Chapter 21: Solid Waste Disposal and Recovery

	
	
	
	

	
	04/06
	Thursday
	Discuss Chapter 22: Hazardous Chemical, Pollution and Prevention

	
	
	
	

	14
	04/11
	Tuesday
	Discuss Chapter 23: Sustainable Communities and Lifestyle

	
	
	 
	 

	
	04/13
	Thursday
	Review Chapters 17 – 23

	
	
	 
	

	15
	04/18
	Tuesday
	Last Quiz Chapters 17-23

	
	
	
	

	
	04/19
	Wednesday
	All Classes End

	
	04/20
	Thursday
	Reading Day 

	
	04/21
	Friday
	Reading Day 

	
	
	
	


BRIEF AUTOBIOGRAPHY: Dr. James L. Nation is currently Professor Emeritus in the Entomology & Nematology Department, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, University of Florida. He taught graduate courses in the Department of Entomology & Nematology, conducted research, and taught Global Environmental Issues in the Honors Program before retiring in June 2003 after 43 years teaching and research at the University of Florida.  He holds a BS degree (1957) from Mississippi State University and a PhD (1960) from Cornell University. He was voted Teacher of the Year by the graduate students in the Entomology & Nematology Dept. in 1989-90, 1994-95, 1996-97, 1998-99, and 2000-2001.  In 2001 he received the Distinguished Faculty Award from Florida Blue Key for outstanding service to the University of Florida. In 2006 he received an award from the Florida Entomological Society in recognition of Achievement for Teaching in Higher Education. He taught a graduate course in Insect Physiology for entomology students at Florida A & M University, Tallahassee, FL in the fall term, 2006. The course was taught principally by interactive TV from Gainesville. At the annual HONORS BANQUET on April 15, 2010, he was selected as the 2010/2011 Honors Professor of the Year at the University of Florida. He edited the international Journal of Chemical Ecology from 1995-2000, and the Florida Entomologist, An International Journal for the Americas from 2004-2010. In the summer of 2011 he received an award from the Florida Entomological Society in recognition of Editorial Services to the Society in editing the Florida Entomologist. He has authored or co-authored more than 85 scientific publications in refereed journals, and a number of short articles in the Encyclopedia of Entomology. He is the sole author of  Insect Physiology and Biochemistry (CRC Press, Boca Raton, FL, 2002), a textbook for graduate and undergraduate studies. The first edition was published in 2002, a revised 2nd  edition of the book was published in April 2008, and a 3rd revised edition was published in August 2015. His e-mail  address is JLN@ufl.edu
Academic Honesty: As a result of competing registration at the University of Florida, every student has signed the following statement: “I understand that the University of Florida expects its student to be honest in all their academic work. I agree to adhere to this commitment to academic honesty and understand that my failure to comply with this commitment may result in disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from the University.”

UF Counseling Services: Resources are available on campus for student having personal problems or lacking clear career and academic goals that interfere with academic performance. These resources include: 

1. University Counseling Center, providing personal and career counseling. 

2. Student Mental Health, Student Health Care Center, Providing personal counseling. 

3. Sexual Assault Recovery Services (SARS) , Student Health Care, providing sexual counseling

4. Career Resource Center, Reitz Union, providing career development assistance and counseling.  

Plagiarism - The following is a statement from Dr. Heather McAuslane, the Graduate Coordinator in the Department of Entomology & Nematology. She has authorized me to use it. Plagiarism is a serious problem in academia today, especially with the ease of obtaining information from the World Wide Web.  Plagiarism is defined as representing the words or ideas of another person as one’s own, without attribution to the source.  All words and ideas must be attributed to a source unless they are considered common knowledge (i.e., widely known by many people and found in many different sources).  There are many kinds of plagiarism, as you will read on the Guide to Plagiarism website referenced below.  

Plagiarism is unethical, always unacceptable, and prohibited by the UF Student Honor Code (http://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/honorcodes/honorcode.php). The consequences for plagiarism while at the University of Florida range from receiving a grade of zero for the plagiarized assignment or a failing grade for the course to expulsion from the university.  Plagiarism after graduate training calls into question one’s scientific integrity and can lead to banning of publication in journals and the loss of jobs/careers.

Faculty may check  written assignments with an anti-plagiarism software called Turnitin® (http://www.at.ufl.edu/~turnitin/about.html).  For further information and examples of plagiarism, I strongly suggest that you read the George Smathers’ Library Guide to Plagiarism at http://www.uflib.ufl.edu/msl/services/tutorials/plagiarism/student_intro.html
Please understand that my purpose in bringing to your attention the matter of plagiarism is to help train you to be ethical students, not to impugn your character.
The Foundation for The Gator Nation

An Equal Opportunity Institution


