
VOYAGE OF THE

TURTLE

 

I D H  2 9 3 0  
 ( U N ) C O M M O N  R E A D S

 

COURSE INFORMATION
COURSE SYNOPSIS 

In this course we will cover the book  Voyage of the
Turtle by Carl Safina, which explores the plight of sea
turtles and how human intervention has impacted both
positively and negatively these animals and their
ecosystems. During weekly discussions students will
learn not only about sea turtles but also about the
scientific, political, and cultural challenges encountered
while conducting marine conservation around the
world. This will provide students with a better
understanding of current issues faced in the marine
environment and help them reflect on what the ocean
means to them and what steps they can take to make a
positive impact on the marine environment.

FALL 2021 Syllabus 

Required Textbook:
Safina, Carl (2007)

Voyage of the turtle:  In

pursuit of Earth's last

Dinosaur 

 ISBN-10: 0805083189

 

 

Location: 119 Hume Hall 

 Credits: 1

Tuesdays, period  7th 
(1:55 - 2:45 PM) 

LEARNING GOALS

Appreciate sea turtles and other endangered marine
species, 
Describe the impact of human activities on marine
life, 
Explain how scientific, cultural, and political issues
affect the conservation and management actions
carried out in the marine environment, and 
Recognize steps they can take to make a positive
impact on the ocean. 

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

Course website: 
VoT on UF e-Learning.
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https://ufl.instructure.com/courses/436282
https://ufl.instructure.com/courses/436282
https://ufl.instructure.com/courses/436282


INSTRUCTOR

 Office Hours: After class , period 8th or by appointment.
 Telephone: (352) 214-3060
 Email: mpajuelo@floridamuseum.ufl.edu

Dr. Mariela Pajuelo
Assistant Scientist 
Florida Museum of Natural History 

 

CLASS DEMEANOR

Students are expected to be to class on
time and behave in a manner that is
respectful to the instructor and to fellow
students. 
Please do not use of cell phones and restrict
eating to outside of the classroom. 
Opinions held by other students should be
respected in discussion, and conversations
that do not contribute to the discussion
should be held at minimum, if at all. 
Emails sent to the instructor must follow
professional etiquette (e.g., How to Write a
Professional Email) 

COURSE POLICIES

LIST OF GRADED WORK

CLASS PARTICIPATION (70%):  
Students are expected to actively engage
in weekly discussions. 
A day before class, students will submit 2
written discussion questions based on
the reading assignment for that week.
Students will also have the opportunity
to lead one class discussion.

INFOGRAPHIC (25%): students will select a
topic of interest related to issues addressed
in the book or any related to the marine
environment and create a visual
representation of the data, knowledge or
other information related to their topic.

PRESENTATION (5%): Based on the topic
chosen to create an infographic, students
will deliver a 5-7 min presentation at the
end of the semester.

GRADING

A:       93-100
A-:     90-92
B+:     87-89 
B:       83-86
B-:     80-82

GRADING SCALE (%)

GRADING & ATTENDANCE

Requirements for class attendance and
make-up  assignments, and other work in
this course are consistent with university
policies that can be found in the
Undergraduate Catalog.

COURSE EVALUATIONS

Students are expected to provide feedback on
the quality of instruction in this course by
completing online evaluations at GatorEvals.
Summary results of these assessments are
available to students at GatorEvals Results.

C+:     77-79
C:       73-76
C-:     70-72
D:       60-69 
E:        <60

Students with disabilities requesting
accommodations should first register with the
Disability Resource Center (352-392-8565) by
providing appropriate documentation. Once
registered, students will receive an
accommodation letter which must be presented
to the instructor when requesting
accommodation. Students with disabilities
should follow this procedure as early as
possible.

ACCOMODATIONS
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mailto:mpajuelo@floridamuseum.ufl.edu
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/how-to-write-a-professional-email
https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-regulations/attendance-policies/
https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-regulations/attendance-policies/
https://ufl.bluera.com/ufl/
https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results/
https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results/
http://www.dso.ufl.edu/drc/


ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE (Subject to change)

PLAGIARISM

UF students are bound by The Honor Pledge which states, “We, the members of the University
of Florida community, pledge to hold ourselves and our peers to the highest standards of
honor and integrity by abiding by the Honor Code. On all work submitted for credit by
students at the University of Florida, the following pledge is either required or implied: “On
my honor, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid in doing this assignment.” The
Honor Code specifies a number of behaviors that are in violation of this code and the possible
sanctions. 
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https://sccr.dso.ufl.edu/process/student-conduct-code/


If you are not vaccinated, get vaccinated.  Vaccines are readily
available at no cost and have been demonstrated to be safe and
effective against the COVID-19 virus. Visit UF Vaccine Availability for
details on where to get your shot, including options that do not
require an appointment. Students who receive the first dose of the
vaccine somewhere off-campus and/or outside of Gainesville can still
receive their second dose on campus.

You are expected to wear approved face coverings at all times
during class and within buildings even if you are vaccinated.  Please
continue to follow healthy habits, including best practices like
frequent hand washing.  Following these practices is our
responsibility as Gators.  

Sanitizing supplies are available in the classroom if you wish to
wipe down your desks prior to sitting down and at the end of the
class. 

If you are sick, stay home and self-quarantine.  Please visit the UF
Health Screen, Test & Protect website about next steps, retake the
questionnaire and schedule your test for no sooner than 24 hours
after your symptoms began. Please call your primary care provider if
you are ill and need immediate care or the UF Student Health Care
Center at 352-392-1161 (or email covid@shcc.ufl.edu) to be evaluated
for testing and to receive further instructions about returning to
campus. 

In response to COVID-19, the following practices are in place to maintain your learning
environment, to enhance the safety of our in-classroom interactions, and to further the health
and safety of ourselves, our neighbors, and our loved ones.
  

  

DISCLAIMER: This syllabus and course requirements are subject to change. If changes occur, 
these will be communicated to the students

COVID-19 RELATED PRACTICES 

PLAGIARISM (Continued)

Stealing, misquoting, insufficiently paraphrasing, or patch-writing. 
Self-plagiarism, which is the reuse of the Student’s own submitted work, or the 
 simultaneous submission of the Student’s own work, without the full and clear
acknowledgment and permission of the Faculty to whom it is submitted. 
Submitting materials from any source without proper attribution. 
Submitting a document, assignment, or material that, in whole or in part, is identical or
substantially identical to a document or assignment the Student did not author. 

Furthermore, you are obligated to report any condition that facilitates academic misconduct
to appropriate personnel. If you have any questions or concerns, please consult with the
instructor. 
All students must conform to UF’s Honesty Code regarding cheating, plagiarism, and the use
of copyrighted materials, which you can find at the Student Honor Code and Student Conduct
Code.
Plagiarism includes but is not limited to: 

1.
2.

3.
4.
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https://coronavirus.ufhealth.org/vaccinations/vaccine-availability/
https://coronavirus.ufhealth.org/screen-test-protect-2/frequently-asked-questions/covid-19-exposure-and-symptoms-who-do-i-call-if/
mailto:covid@shcc.ufl.edu
https://sccr.dso.ufl.edu/policies/student-honor-code-student-conduct-code/


Course materials will be provided to you with an excused absence,
and you will be given a reasonable amount of time to make up work. 
If you are withheld from campus by the Department of Health
through Screen, Test & Protect you are not permitted to use any on
campus facilities. Students attempting to attend campus activities
when withheld from campus will be referred to the Dean of Students
Office.

Continue to regularly visit coronavirus.UFHealth.org and coronavirus.ufl.edu for up-to-date
information about COVID-19 and vaccination. 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER: This syllabus and course requirements are subject to change. If changes occur, 
these will be communicated to the students 5
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