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   IDH2930, Section 22E6  – The Search for Human Origins – 1 credit

 Class in Little Hall 0117
 Period 7 on Wednesday  

Dr. James L. Nation, Professor Emeritus, University of Florida

COURSE DESIGN: The course is based on the book  Lucy’s Legacy: The Quest for Human Origins authored by Donald C. Johanson and Kate Wong. The book, published in 2009 by Harmony Books, an imprint of Crown Publishing Group, Random House, Inc. NewYork, is readily available as a paperback or hardback and as an e-book for certain electronic media. In 15 chapters and an Epilogue, Johanson and Wong chronicle the excitement, competition, and exhausting work of hunting fossils of early humans and their ancestors. Johanson was the discoverer of Lucy in 1974 as a young paleoanthropologist, and he and his team have unearthed a total of more than 300 specimens of her species, Australopithecus afarensis. The opening chapter describes the excitement of the initial find of Lucy, now dated to having been alive 2.3 million years ago.  Lucy, the most extensive skeletal remains found at that time, stimulated a revolution in thinking about the origins of today’s humans. In subsequent chapters Johanson and Wong describe fossil skulls, jaw bones, teeth, and sometimes fossilized parts of leg or arm bones of a parade of hominid forms, including numerous Homo species, culminating in modern humans, Homo sapiens.  But Johanson is careful to point out that there is not a linear progression from Lucy to modern humans. In reality, there were many branches in the human lineage, many extinctions, and competing hominids for survival. One chapter is devoted to the enigmatic Nenanderthal humans who lived in western Europe for hundreds of thousands of years, co-existing with Homo sapiens for a long time before the Neanderthals became extinct, leaving modern humans as the “last man standing”, so to speak. Students will be expected to read Johanson and Wong’s book, and selected work in scientific journals. This will give a better sense of how science is done and reported, and will expose them to some of the controversial interpretations in the literature. I will supplement the assigned readings by information on evolutionary principles, archeological dating techniques, and climate change that likely played a major role in the long evolution of humans. However, I do not plan a lecture format but expect that we will sit in a circle in the classroom and students will be expected to discuss topics and issues relevant to the course.  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Students are expected to be in class on time and for the duration of each class session. If absence or tardiness is unavoidable, students are expected to e-mail the instructor. Students must bring a textbook, pens/pencils and a notebook to class. 

ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS:

A portion of the grade in the course will be based upon attendance. If the student is not in attendance, he/she certainly cannot contribute to the discussions and questions/answer sessions that will be a part of most classes. 

COURSE MATERIALS: Textbook:

“Lucy’s Legacy: The Quest for Human Origins”, First Paperback Edition, 2010, by Donald C. Johanson and Kate Wong, Three Rivers Press, Crown Publishing Group, Random House, New York.  ISBN: 978-0-307-39640-2. 

ADDITIONAL COURSE RESOURCES:

Additional course resources will include resources from the instructor,

Grading: Grade in the course will be based on attendance, participation in class, a midterm and a final quiz on course materials.

Attendance      32 points

Participation   32 points

Midtern Quiz  30 points

Final Quiz       30 points

A = 112 -124 points

B = 99-111 points

C = 87-98 points 

COURSE OUTLINE –IDH 2930  – 146H The Search for Human Origins 2018.  

	K
	DATE
	DAY
	TOPIC

	1
	01/10
	Wednesday
	Get Acquainted – Discuss course outline, objectives, grading : Mechanisms of Evolution


	
	
	
	

	2
	 01/17
	Wednesday
	Discuss Chapter 1, in textbook – The excitement and significance of finding Lucy in 1974

	
	
	
	

	3
	01/24
	Wednesday
	Chapters 2, 3 and 4 in textbook.. Discussion of other fossils found that are Lucy’s kind.  

	
	
	
	

	4
	01/31
	Wednesday
	 Some of the ways that scientists determine how old fossils are. 

	
	
	
	

	5
	02/07
	Wednesday
	Chapters 6 and 7, textbook. The world conditions in which Lucy and those who co-existed with her lived. 

	
	
	
	

	6
	02/14
	Wednesday
	 Chapter 8 in textbook. Characteristics of Australopithecines 

	
	
	
	

	7
	02/21
	Wednesday
	 Chapters  9, and 10 in textbook.  How old is the human lineage?  Midtern Quiz

	
	
	
	

	8
	02/28
	Wednesday
	Chapters 11 and 12, textbook. Rise of genus Homo. 

	
	
	
	

	9
	03/14
	Wednesday
	Migration out of Africa into Europe and Asia

	
	 
	
	

	10
	03/21
	Wednesday
	Chapter 13 textbook: The strange Hobbits and other little known groups of early humans.

	
	
	
	

	11
	03/28
	Wednesday
	Chapter 14 textbook: The Nenanderthals.

	
	
	
	

	12
	 03/28
	Wednesday
	What was the world like when the Nenanderthals lived?  

	
	
	
	

	13
	04/04
	Wednesday
	Chapter 15, textbook: The Rise of Homo sapiens. What was the world like when our species developed? Did Nenaderthals and modern humans interbreed?

	
	
	
	

	14
	04/11
	Wednesday
	Discuss Chapter 16, and Epilogue in Textbook:

	
	
	
	

	15
	04/18
	Wednesday 
	Are Humans still Evolving?

	16        
	 04/25
	Wednesday
	 Evolution and our Future; Final Quiz




BRIEF AUTOBIOGRAPHY: Dr. James L. Nation is currently Professor Emeritus in the Entomology & Nematology Department, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, University of Florida. He taught graduate courses in the Department of Entomology & Nematology, conducted research, and taught Global Environmental Issues in the Honors Program before retiring in June 2003 after 43 years teaching and research at the University of Florida.  He holds a BS degree (1957) from Mississippi State University and a PhD (1960) from Cornell University. He was voted Teacher of the Year by the graduate students in the Entomology & Nematology Dept. in 1989-90, 1994-95, 1996-97, 1998-99, and 2000-2001.  In 2001 he received the Distinguished Faculty Award from Florida Blue Key for outstanding service to the University of Florida. In 2006 he received an award from the Florida Entomological Society in recognition of Achievement for Teaching in Higher Education. He taught a graduate course in Insect Physiology for entomology students at Florida A & M University, Tallahassee, FL in the fall term, 2006. The course was taught principally by interactive TV from Gainesville. At the annual HONORS BANQUET on April 15, 2010, he was selected as the 2010/2011 Honors Professor of the Year at the University of Florida. He edited the international Journal of Chemical Ecology from 1995-2000, and the Florida Entomologist, An International Journal for the Americas from 2004-2010. In the summer of 2011 he received an award from the Florida Entomological Society in recognition of Editorial Services to the Society in editing the Florida Entomologist. He has authored or co-authored more than 85 scientific publications in refereed journals, and a number of short articles in the Encyclopedia of Entomology. He is the sole author of Insect Physiology and Biochemistry (CRC Press, Boca Raton, FL, 2002), a textbook for graduate and undergraduate studies. The first edition was published in 2002, a revised 2nd  edition of the book was published in April 2008, and a 3rd revised edition was published in August 2015. His e-mail address is JLN@ufl.edu
The Foundation for The Gator Nation

An Equal Opportunity Institution


