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“Thinking is the hardest work known to man.  This would account for why so few engage in it.”   Henry Ford

About the Course
Campaign Finance Reform is an issue much in the news of late, with talk of Dark Money, Super PACs and more. What’s not well known, however, is that campaign finance reform has been an ongoing issue for over a century with the first federal legislation being the Tillman Act in 1907. What is even less known is that the new “problems” of Dark Money and Super PACs (and they are problematic), only became “problems” within the last 15 YEARS and only as a direct result of the “solution” to campaign finance reform, BCRA, commonly known as McCain-Feingold.

Like its predecessors – the FECA Watergate reforms of the 1970s, the Hatch Act of the 1940s, the Federal Corrupt Practices Act of 1911 & 1925, and the Tillman Act of 1907 – BCRA/McCain-Feingold was passed both in the midst of Congressional scandal, hailed by the media and elected officials alike as the solution to the problem of money in politics and resulted in the expenditure of more money than ever in politics and often an increased rate of incumbency re-election. So, what went wrong?

This course explores all of this, chiefly through the book Unfree Speech by Bradley Smith, law professor and former Commissioner of the Federal Elections Commission. This book looks at the issue of campaign finance reform from a skeptical view – skeptical not in that reform is not needed, but skeptical that each generations’ reforms closely resemble the long-forgotten reforms of the previous generation and have clearly not only not achieved their stated purposes, but have actually resulted in the opposite, or worse.
Reading Materials

Required Text:

Unfree Speech, The Folly of Campaign Finance Reform, Bradley Smith, Princeton University Press, 2001 (US)
Required Articles:

United States Constitution – free online
La Raja Opinion Piece on McCain Feingold 
Excerpts from Citizens United, Buckley and other Supreme Court Cases 
Excerpts from Louis Overacker 1945 book on campaign finance reform 
Articles on campaign finance reform by Sam Garrett, Daniel Smith and other scholars 
Florida Statutes on Campaign Finance

There will also be other required journal articles, US Supreme Court cases, and other articles and readings that can either be gotten online or will be provided by me free of charge.  Some of these are already listed in the syllabus or below; others will be announced or handed out in class or a link will be provided, as with all of the above but the required text.
Policies and Grading
Students will be expected to do the following:
· Come to class prepared to discuss the reading for that week – attendance and preparation are essential to this seminar

· Lead or co-lead one class discussion OR make a 10-15-minute presentation

· Do some independent reading on any aspect of campaign finance reform of interest to you
· Write 2 reflection papers (4-5 pages each), one in Sept and one in Oct, on an aspect of campaign finance reform that peaks your interest
· Write a final 6-8 page paper on a topic of interest to you or that proposes a solution to this, to date, unsolvable “problem”

Food and drinks in class are fine.  You may even chew gum(.  You are also expected to clean up after yourselves.   If you need to leave to use the restroom, please do so quietly.  Please turn your cell phones off.  I do not take attendance however, your active participation is expected and we’ll miss you terribly on those occasions when you are unable to join us; and not being here on those occasions, you just have no idea what you may be missing.  Your grade will reflect your performance in the following areas:

· 30%
2 Reflection Papers – Hard copy due in class on assigned dates, TBD
· 40% 
Final Project – there will be a written and oral portion of this; Date TBD
· 30%
Class participation – Determined via class participation, not merely showing up
Reflection Papers should be approximately 4-5 pages (with no upper limit), double-spaced, 1 inch margins, 11 or 12-point type, plus a Bibliography if needed.  The task is to follow the prompt given and analyze the arguments made by the author.  Papers should be well written, have a stated thesis or objective, a well organized and articulated analysis of the issues and an argument for and against your thesis, and a conclusion.  Logic, facts and evidence are welcome and expected, as is good grammar, as I grade on all of the above. 

Academic Integrity and Plagiarism

I take academic dishonesty very, very, very, very seriously.  If I find evidence of cheating or plagiarism or other academic dishonesty, I will personally initiate disciplinary action.
Students with Special Needs

It is the responsibility of students needing special accommodation for this course to make an appointment to see me at the beginning of the semester. I will make every effort to meet your needs in accordance with UF Guidelines.
Office Hours

Feel free to come to my office hours for any reason, academic or otherwise.  If my office hours are not convenient for you, we’ll find a time that is.  I am also easy to reach by email and typically respond quite quickly; this is the best way to reach me.  I also answer the phone and return voice mails and texts.
Section I - Introduction – 2 weeks
Goals of the Section: Introduction of the Course and General Housekeeping Matters. What is campaign finance reform and do we need it?   Or perhaps better asked, why do we always seem to need more of it? 

 “Money is the mother’s milk of politics.”  Jesse Unruh

Week 1
August 28

What is this course about and what are the implications?

Discuss Syllabus, Expectations, Grading, Introductions, etc. 






Is there too much money in politics?
Week 2
September 4

Framing the debate – Fine, CU & LaRaja Op-Ed





US Supreme Court case quote
Section II - Historical Development of Campaign Finance Reform – 5 weeks

Goals of the Section: Historical Development of Campaign Finance Reform. What is Campaign Finance Reform?  As opposed to what? 

Week 3
September 11

US – Preface and Ch 1 - Introduction
Week 4
September 18

US – Ch 2 – Money Talks: A Short History of Campaign Spending, 






Regulation and Reform; Louise Overacker
Week 5
September 25

US – Ch 3 – Faulty Assumptions of Campaign Finance Reform
Week 6
October 2

US – Ch 4 – The Folly of Reform: Consequences of Campaign Finance 






Regulations
Week 7
October 9

US – Ch 5 – Some Problems with the Solution of Government 






Financing
Section III – Development of Modern Campaign Finance Reform – 6 Weeks

Goals of the Section:  What does modern campaign finance reform look so much like historical campaign finance reform?  Fundraising Techniques, Campaign Finance Laws, The Role of PACs and Special Interests, Campaign Finance Reform
“Why Frequency?”
 
Week 8
October 16

US – Ch 6 – Money and Speech
Week 9
October 23

US – Ch 7 – Money and Corruption
Week 10 
October 30

US – Ch 8 – Money and Equality
Week 11
November 6 

US – Ch 9 – Unfree Speech – The Future of Regulatory Reform
Week 12
November 13

US – Ch 10 – Real Equality, Real Corruption, Real Reform, 
Section IV – Other Stuff, Including Constitutional Issues – 1 Week

Goals of the Section: Fundraising Techniques, Campaign Finance Laws, The Role of PACs and Special Interests, Campaign Finance Reform
Week 13
November 20

No Class – Gobble, Gobble
Week 14
November 27

PACs and Super PACs and 501(c)(4)s 
Week 16
December 4

Class Presentations of Final Project
Week 17
December 11

Final Written Project due via hard copy, TBD
� Ask me what he really said.


� Ask me about this.





