Beyond the Memory of the Holocaust
Fall 2016

Tuesdays 8th period, 3:00PM-3:50PM

Judaica Suite, Smathers Library (East)

IDH 3931

Instructors’ Contact Information:
Rebecca Jefferson

rjefferson@ufl.edu
Office Hours: Tues 9:30-10:30
Office: Judaica Suite, Smathers Library
Katalin Franciska Rac

katalin.rac@ufl.edu
Office Hours: M 10:30-11:30AM
Office: 208 Smathers Library 

Eric Kligerman

ekligerm@ufl.edu
Office Hours: 

Office: 206 Walker Hall
Course Description

This course invites students to learn about the Holocaust and use their knowledge to inform their creative work – literary or artistic. In the first part of the semester, students will be introduced to the history of the Holocaust as it is recorded in UF’s Isser and Rae Price Library of Judaica collection. We will discuss how discrimination against Jews and other groups led, through persecution, to genocide in the first half of the twentieth century and how this historical knowledge shapes our perspective about politics, international law, and ethics. In addition, students will read literary works and memoirs that capture the Holocaust from many different angles, not only in an academic historical manner. We will examine how the historical context and the personal impression intertwine and depart from each other in the memoirs we read together and in our own lives. Likewise, we will look into how individuals and institutions choose to memorialize traumatic events through other media, including art, photography, music and film. At midsemester, students will be invited to watch the performance Judgment in Nuremberg, which will give us the opportunity to revisit the topics discussed earlier: how the Holocaust shapes academic studies, art, and politics today. The second part of the semester will be dedicated to students’ individual creative projects. They will write, draw, sculpt, photograph – whatever medium or combined media of their choosing – on a topic related to Holocaust memory and commemoration. By the end of the semester, they will produce a short written essay or a piece of art in their selected medium, which they will present to the class at our last meeting.

The instructors of the course would like to prepare an anthology of the students’ work either in the form of a digital collection on the web site of the Isser and Rae Price Library of Judaica or as a printed volume.
Course Objectives

· To familiarize students with the sources of Holocaust studies in UF’s Price Library of Judaica

· To inform students about the history, the memoire literature, and literary and artistic works inspired by or reflecting on the Holocaust

· To inspire and ignite students’ creativity through the written word and/or other media that reflect their understanding of Holocaust Studies
Course Requirements and Grades

· Weekly journal assignments




60%
· Participation






10%

· Final project






30%

Weekly journal assignments will be 120-250 words-long and answer the question posted for that week. Students are requested to submit assignments after checking their writings for grammar and typos. Students are expected to use appropriate academic English.

Participation: students are expected to come to each class having their journal assignment completed and the weekly reading(s) read. Students are expected to participate in class discussions and are welcome to ask the instructors additional questions during office hours or in email.

Final project: expectations will be discussed separately in class. Students will also receive a guide as to how to describe theor project and how to execute it.

Deadlines:
· Weekly journal assignments are due on the Monday of the following week (i. e. the day before the next class) by 12pm.

· Readings are due before the week’s class.

· Final project description is due on Tuesday, November 15, 2016 in class. Format is going to be provided by instructors.

· Final project is due on Sunday, December 4, 2016 by midnight, 12:00am.

Grading Scale 

	A+
	4.0
	100

	A
	4.0
	93-99

	A-
	3.67
	90-92

	B+
	3.33
	87-89

	B
	3.0
	83-86

	B-
	2.67
	80-82

	C+
	2.33
	77-79

	C
	2.0
	73-76

	C-
	1.67
	70-72

	D+
	1.33
	67-69

	D
	1.0
	63-66

	D-
	0.67
	60-62

	E
	0.0
	0-59

	E1*
	0.0
	

	I
	0.0
	


*Stopped attending or participating prior to end of class

Additional information on grades can be found at:

https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/grades.aspx
http://www.isis.ufl.edu/minusgrades.html 

Required Readings
For readings and other announcement please check the syllabus and course website.
Course website

Students will be required to follow the annuncements on the course website. Weekly journal assignments will be submitted through the site. Weekly readings/links to them will be posted on the site.
Weekly Schedule

Week I. Introductions
August 23
Journal Assignment: Describe Your First Understanding of/Exposure to the Holocaust and How/Why It Has Evolved
Reading: -

Week II: Rebecca Jefferson: Sources for the study and commemoration of the Holocaust in the Price Library of Judaica 1
August 30

Introduction to the broad range of materials available to scholars and students on this subject, a brief history of Holocaust scholarship and publishing, and an overview of what libraries collect and why.
Journal Assignment: Using the library catalog, find one source on the Holocaust that captures your attention. Why were you drawn to it? 

Reading: Elie Wiesel, Report to the President: President’s Commission on the Holocaust, pp. 5-8. It is recommended to read the whole document.

Available from https://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/20050707-presidents-commission-holocaust.pdf
Week III: Rebecca Jefferson: Sources of the study and commemoration of the Holocaust in the Price Library of Judaica 2

September 6

Primary sources (journals, photographs, letters, and memoirs) and what they tell us about the ways in which memory is recorded.

Journal Assignment: Think about a significant moment in your life: how would you choose to record it? What would you include/omit? How would you feel about your private life becoming public?
Reading: Autobiography of Dr. Emanuel Merdinger. Chapter VIII: Travelling Light - Destination Unknown (http://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00004966/00001/pageturner#page/79
Week IV: Rebecca Jefferson: Sources of the study and commemoration of the Holocaust in the Price Library of Judaica 3
September 13

How the Holocaust is memorialized in art, sculpture and other creative works.

Journal Assignment: Can someone who has never experienced tragedy or been a victim of war or genocide recreate the experience of tragedy/war in art or writing?

Readings: David Crown artistic statement: http://cms.uflib.ufl.edu/Portals/Judaica/InMyLifetime.pdf

History of Holocaust memorial Miami Beach: http://holocaustmemorialmiamibeach.org/about/history/
Week V: Katalin Rac: Introduction to the history of the Holocaust 1. Antisemitism: old and new
September 20 
Journal Assignment: Give an example of a modern anti-Semitic claim that would characterize the 1920s and explain why it would be distinct from earlier anti-Jewish sentiments.
Reading: Wilhelm Marr, The Testament of an Anti-Semite in Moshe Zimmermann, Wilhelm Marr, the patriarch of antisemitism (New York : Oxford University Press, 1986), 133-156.
Week VI: Katalin Rac: Introduction to the history of the Holocaust 2. Persecution and World War. Victims, perpetrators, and bystanders
September 27
Journal Assignment: The German State legalized discrimination against and persecution of Jews. Why were then ordinary Germans put on trials for their wartime behavior after World War II?
Reading: The Nuremberg Race Laws; “The case against Hans Brenner” in Ronnie s. Landau Studying the Holocaust: Issues, Readings and Documents (London, New York: Routledge, 1998), 22-25.
Week VII: Katalin Rac: Introduction to the history of the Holocaust 3. Ghettos, labor camps, death squads, and concentration camps 
October 4

Journal Assignment: If you were asked to write about the “emotional history of the Holocaust,” how would this week’s readings help you?
Readings: Janusz Korczak, Ghetto Diary (New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1978, 2003), excerpts; “The Wannsee Conference,” in Studying the Holocaust, 70-73; “The Einsatzgruppen death squads: An eyewitness account,” in Studying the Holocaust, 73-74.
Week VIII: Katalin Rac: Introduction to the history of the Holocaust 4. Survivors and the aftermath
October 11

Journal Assignment: How does Levi view the connections between commemoration and judgment – if at all?
Reading: Primo Levi, “The Grey Zone,” in The drowned and the saved, translated from the Italian by Raymond Rosenthal (New York : Summit Books, c1988), 36-69.
Week IX: Katalin Rac: Introduction to the history of the Holocaust 5. The personal and the public aspects of historical commemoration. Trials and museums.
October 18

Journal Assignment: Was/Is there a moral commitment in commemoralizing the Holocaust?
Readings:
1. History of the Auschwitz Holocaust Memorial http://auschwitz.org/en/museum/history-of-the-memorial/
2. Primo Levi, Report from Auschwitz (London ; New York : Verso, 2006), 47-56.
3. Introduction to NMT Case 1 U.S.A. v. Karl Brandt et al.

http://nuremberg.law.harvard.edu/php/docs_swi.php?DI=1&text=medical
· Evidence File NO-208: Prosecution Exhibit No. 166 Medical Case Letter to Heinrich Himmler concerning x-ray and surgical sterilization. Harvard Law School Library Item No. 119 http://nuremberg.law.harvard.edu/php/pflip.php?caseid=HLSL_NMT01&docnum=119&numpages=1&startpage=1&title=Letter+to+Heinrich+Himmler+concerning+x-ray+and+surgical+sterilization.&color_setting=C
· Letter to Heinrich Himmler concerning x-ray and surgical sterilization. Harvard Law School Library Item No. 1263 http://nuremberg.law.harvard.edu/php/pflip.php?caseid=HLSL_NMT01&docnum=1263&numpages=1&startpage=1&title=Letter+to+Heinrich+Himmler+concerning+x-ray+and+surgical+sterilization.&color_setting=C
Week X: Performance at Phillips Center. Class meets outside regular class time. 
October 25 No class. Instead we meet at the Phillips Center to watch L. A. Theatre Works’ performance Judgment at Nuremberg on the day before, Monday, October 24, at 7:30pm. http://performingarts.ufl.edu/events/l-a-theatre-works-judgment-at-nuremberg/
Tickets will be provided by the Honors Program. 

Week XI: Eric Kligerman: Poetry after the Holocaust 1. Theodor W/.Adorno and Paul Celan
November 1

Journal Assignment: TBA
Reading: Theodor W. Adorno, “Cultural Criticism and Society” and “Meditations on Methaphysics”
Week XII: Eric Kligerman: Poetry after the Holocaust 2. Dan Pagis

November 8

Journal Assignment: TBA
Reading: TBA
Week XIII: Rebecca Jefferson and Katalin Rac, guest lecturer: Stacey Goldring: How to Preserve Memories Now. 
November 15

!Project descriptions due in class!

Tools, Techniques and Expectations of the Interview/Research Process. 

Journal Assignment: Define Your Understanding of the term Holocaust Survivor. How Has the Term Evolved or Not Evolved through this Course
Reading: Gene Klein, “Holocaust survivors like me are dying, but you can protect our memories,” The Guardian Thursday 16 April, 2015  
Week XIV: Rebecca Jefferson and Katalin Rac, guest lecturer: Stacey Goldring: Defining Survivor
November 22

Journal Assignment: Discussion of the term Survivor as seen by those who survived the war and others. 

Reading: “Survivor as Seen Through the Lens of the Second Generation”  - manuscript provided by Stacey Goldring
Week XV: Rebecca Jefferson and Katalin Rac, guest lecturer: Stacey Goldring: The Interview Experience with Morris Bendit, Holocaust Survivor
November 29

!Final Assignment: Project due Sunday December 4, 2016, midnight 12:00am!

The Interview Experience with Morris Bendit, Holocaust Survivor

Detail:
Morris Bendit, survivor, has agreed to join me as we discuss the interview process, how it feels to be interviewed, his views of the importance of Holocaust memories and memorials
Journal Assignment: -
Reading: Stacey Goldring, “1941” and “Behind a Funeral,” in On Wooden Wheels, The Memoir of Carla Nathans Schipper (Philadelphia: Xlibris, 2005), 68-75; 79-96.
Week XVI: Wrap up, online exhibition
December 6

Class Policies

A) Assignments

In order to encourage successful communication of ideas, students will have to comply with requirements that consider both the style and the content of their weekly journal assignment and the final project(in case they decide to prepare a creative writing piece). Students should edit their papers following the guidelines of the Turabian Manual or MLA.

All written work for the course must be typed or computer-generated and in 12-point, Times New Roman, double-spaced print with one-inch margins. 

No late submission will be accepted. The sole cases of exception from this rule are medical (or other) emergencies and when the student contacted the instructor previously and was given an alternative deadline to submit his or her work. 

Each weekly assignment (total of 15 assignments) is worth 4 points. Assignments not completed earn a 0, late completion is penalized: for each day half a point is reduced. Incomplete assignments (less than 120 words, not fully addressing the question) will earn half of the points (2 points).
In case a student misses a class or an assignment for an unforeseen but excused and documented absence, should contact the instructor for a deadline of the completion of the assignment. 

Students who do not present the descriptions of their final project by the November 15 deadline will be penalized. 10 points of the max. 100 will be deducted from their project grade.
Plagiarized assignments (see Academic Honesty section below) earn a 0.  

Penalties for plagiarism range from a grade deduction to failing the course.

B) Attendance and in-class behavior

The following rules of the course were established in order to make it an intellectually inspirational, academically challenging, and pleasant social encounter.

Laptops, phones, and other electronic equipment can be used in the classroom solely for the scope of the course. Students are required to respect the exclusive focus of the course, which does not include extracurricular activities, such as social networking, managing private matters, or other activities irrelevant to the history of the Holocaust and its commemoration.

Students are required to articulate their ideas and reflect on their peers’ (and the instructor’s) arguments in an academic, respectful, and tolerant manner.

Students are allowed to miss three classes without excuse during the semester. For each additional unexcused absence, there will be one point reduced from the points (max. 100) counting toward the grade. For the University’s attendance policy, please see: https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/attendance.aspx
C) Academic honesty

No behavior that undermines academic integrity will be tolerated in this course. Any violations of academic integrity will be turned over to student judicial affairs for investigation and potential prosecution. Do not hesitate to raise any questions you may have about what constitutes a violation of academic integrity.

In this course, it is especially important that you do not commit PLAGIARISM – which is the failure to properly cite and give credit when you use the ideas, words, phrases, or arguments of other people in your writing assignments. Keep in mind that material from the Internet is intellectual property and cannot be copied and pasted and presented as your own work. As you would with a source in hard copy, you must distinguish copied phrases from Internet sources with quotation marks and you must make proper attribution to the original author.

Plagiarism constitutes intellectual theft and academic dishonesty. If you are at all worried that you might be in danger of plagiarism or any other honor code violation, you should consult the instructor (not another student) in advance. The University of Florida’s honesty policies regarding cheating and plagiarism and the consequences for violating those policies may be viewed at

https://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/process/student-conduct-honor-code/ -- consequences that include a zero grade for the assignment, a failing grade for the course, and sometimes expulsion from school.
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

Students should not hesitate to contact the instructor during the semester in connection to any individual concerns or issues that need to be discussed. Students requesting classroom accommodation must first register with the Dean of Students Office (http://www.dso.ufl.edu/drp/).  The Dean of Students Office will provide documentation to the student who must then provide that documentation to the instructor when requesting accommodation. 
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